LETTER XLIV.

November yth, 1786.

THE King himself has interfered to produce a reconcil-
iation between Bishopswerder and Goltz, the Tartar.
Peace for the present, therefore, is concluded; and
the more firmly, because that war, open and avowed,
is hotly carried on between the first favorite and Count
Goertz. There has been great difficulty in preventing
them coming to blows. What may be argued of a King
for whom they thus openly contend ? Probably a regi-
ment will be given to Goertz to send him out of the
way; but the payment of his debts is the difficulty, for
it appears that the last thing the King will part with is
money. The treatment of the aids-de-camp is at length
determined on. Bishopswerder has two thousand crowns;
Goltz, the Tartar, and Bowlet each seventeen hundred.
The head groom, Lindenau, also has two thousand
crowns, with eight places of forage, which may be esti-
mated at six hundred crowns, and fire and candle. Be-
hold how the sandy plains of Brandenburg, with the aid
of Silesia, be it understood, are 'capable of maintaining
an army of two hundred thousand men.

The thermometer of business remains still at the same
fixed point. There is no riddance of letters; one cham-
ber is full of packets that remain unopened. The State
Minister, Zedlis, has not been able to obtain an answer
to his reports for more than three weeks. Everything is
in arrear. Yet the mode of living at Potsdam appears
to have been tolerably well regulated, though Madame
Rietz has been there. The latest hour at which the
King has risen has been six o'clock. The Prince of
Dessau has never seen him before half-past twelve, and
perhaps not half an hour each day, dinner time excepted.
It is at supper that the women make their appearance,
and that wrinkled, cares are discarded. of the regiment of Braun. This is
